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BRITISH NATION. 


Tueſday, Auguſt 16. 1709. 


Word moe to your Charity to 

Strangers. I told you a Story, 

how (ome of uur Nation were us d 
abroad, for their Bacbariry to Strangers in 
Diftreſs, at home— I promis'd another, 
but I refer it to Experience. When our 
Seamen have heen taken by the Frexch, and 
ſet on Shoar to travel home, perhaps na- 
ked, to be ſure empty, let them tell me, 
if they have never been reproach'd with 


the National ill Humour of the Engliſh— . 


and i? they have never been deny'd the 
Charity they have wanted, on that yery 


Score, 
It is true, we that live at home are not 


affected with what they feel that go abroad 
But ſcme of our Children may ſuffer for it 
hereafter, wheu in Diftreſs they may want 


Relief from Strangers The Sum of my 
Diſcourſe is this — The Kindneſs ſhew'd to 
theſe poor People will help to wipe out the 
Blots, that lie on our Characters as Exg- 
liſh Men, abroad—And if theſe People are 
receiv'd kindly, harbour'd, reliev'd, and 
ſettled, it will be an unanſwerable Return 
upon thoſe that ſhall hereafter reproach us 
at home or abroad, with Want of Courteſie, 
or Want of Humanity to Strangers, wken 
10000 poor Strangers at a Time have been 
receiv'd by us, and put into a Condition 
to live and flouriſh among us. 

And thus much for the Honour of re- 
lieving them The Policy of it I have 
ſpoken to, and ſhewn, how ſettling them 
may be our great Advantage — As to the 


Duty of Charity, a Debt you owe to him, 
Chat 
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that has ſet you above receiving, and made 
you capable of giving I ſhall leave that 
as before, to the Divine; but I cannot quit 
the Argument, till I have given one per- 
ſwaſive Turn more, and if you can read it, 
without being mov'd, *tis a Sign you have 
the leſs Senſe of the Chequer-Work of Pro- 
vidence, and the Vicifitudes of the Affairs 
of this Life. | 

It is a very happy Experiment that we ſee 
before us in ſome of the French Nation, 
who being formerly Refugees here, have 
by Induſtry, Commerce, Application, and 
GOD's Bleſſing, gain'd good Eftates—are 
now ſo ready to remember their own Con- 
dition, as that they open their Purſes freely 
to the Relief of theſe poor Strangers—And 
we are told of one of theſe thankful Sama- 
ritans, that has given above 400 J. Sterling, 
to the preſent Charity; a noble Gift, and 
a Teftimony of a Soul fill'd with a Senſe of 
the Hand that has made the Difference. 

Farther previous to what Iam going to 
ſay, I am to note, that tis worth your ob- 
ſerving, how frequently Families, eſpe- 
cially in Trade, are flouriſhing and gay, rich 
and encreas'd in Goods to day, and to mor- 
row in Diftreſs, under Bankrupcy, or ruin d 
by Bankrupts, reduc'd by Loſſes, by Fire, 
Storms, Theſts, and Millions of Accidents, 
that concur to bring rich Families to Di- 
ſtreſs, How far need we go to ſee the 
Children of Aldermen and Mayors, the Po- 
ſterity of great Merchants, nay even the 
greateſt Merchants and richeſt People of 
this City, themſelves}beggivg Help and Aſ- 
ſiſtance, from thoſe that have formerly been 
their own Servants. I have been credibly 
inform'd, that the great Alderman FO#TH, 
a Man well known in this City, and ' who 
was once efteem'd to have been worth 


above 100000 J. was moſt eminently ſup- 


ported, and in part fed by a Perſon, who 
he had rais'd by his meer Bounty and Cha- 
rity from the loweft Diſtreſs Not but that 
Oae of his own Brother- Aldermen met with 
a quite differing Fate While making 
himſelf a Forfter-Father to one of Adam's 
wretched Pofterity, he found by ſad Ex- 
perience he warm'd a Viper to fting him, 
and nouriſh'd a Traytor to betray him 
But that by the way. 

The ſhort Application of theſe Hints is 
this Upon our relieving and ſetcling 


ally co 


theſe poor People, it is very poſſible, ſome 
of them may grow rich; GOD's Blefling, 
and an induftrious Hand can ſoon do. it. 
Why not a Palatine Refugee be an Alder- 


man cr Lord-Mayor, as well as clouted Iron 


Shoes and Sheep-Skin Breeches ? Why not 
a poor Palatine be a Landlord, as well as 
Cabbir-Boys become Admirals, and Muſ- 
queteers Generals. 5 — | 

Now is this Caſe you lay in a Fund for 
the Diſtreſſes of your Poſterity, you raiſe 
Men to a Capacity that muft be harden'd 
bey ound the common Rate, if they have 
not more Compaſhon for the Miſerable 
than ther Men. Charity begers Charity, he 
that riſes from Charity will be the freer to ex- 
erciſe Charity =——= Thus you that give may 
come to want, and they that receive will 
be che eaſier mov d togive, . 

Should a Man now rich and flouriſhing, 
hereafter in th- Courſe of Providence come 
to Want and Miſery, and beg Charity or 
Relief of ane of theſe Refugees, by a like 
Turn of Sovereign Diſpoſe grown rich— 
And ſhould he ſay, Sir, ſo many Years ago 
I was rich, and gave freely 10 Guineas to 
the Relief of the poor Palatines, of which 
Money you had your Share - What Face of 
Flint muſt that Man have, that could reje& 
ſo home an Application Thus take it 
in publick or in private, 

I know not, whether there ever was a 
greater Opportunity offer'd to this Nation, 
to ſhow a Spirit of Honour, Generoſity, and 
Chari:ty—and with more Advantage to 
themſelves, whether Nationally orb erſon- 

9 der d, ſince this was a Nation. 

I know, nothing can be objected to me 
in this Matter, but this Hold your 
impertinent Tongue, there is no Need of 
your Exhortation—— If I was ſure there 
was no Need of this, I would indeed hold 
my Tongue—But ſhall I refer you to the 
Gazente of the Ninth of this very Month, 
where you will find, the Commiſſionets, 
who are empower'd to diſpoſe of theſe Peo- 
ple, think there is need to obtain an Order 
of the Queen and Council, and her Majefly 
and Council thinks it not impertinent to 
make ſuch an Order, Viz. To engage the 
Magiftracy of England, Mayors, Juftices of 
the Peace, Cc. to be aiding and aſſiſting to 
them, that they may be kindly entertain'd 
on the Road. 


Gatette, 
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Cazette, Auguſt 9. 

% Whereas a Number of the poor di- 
«© ftrefs'd Proteſtant Palatines are this Day 
« ſet out for Cheſter in their Way to Je- 
« Jayd; Her Majeſty, with the Advice of 
« her Privy-Council, is pleas'd to order, 
«© That all Mayors, Juftices of the Peace, 
« and other Magiftrates, be aiding and 
&« affifting to them, ſo that they may be 
„ kindly entertain'd, and civilly us'd, in 
tt the ſeveral Places upon the Road. 


Now, Gentlemen, do your People want 
the Magiftrates to keep them civil co them ? 


Do your Magiſtrates want the ms 
Order to prompt them to ſee no Injury 


done the poor People? — And will you 


ſay it is impertinent in me to move you to. 
be charitable to them? No, no, Gen. 
tlemen, your Temper to Strangers in gene 
ral, and your Temper to theſe in particu 
lar, is too well known to me and all the 
World. I am in no Danger of being counted 
impertinent—— But at laft if Iam— Make 
then my Impertinence appear by a general 
Struggle of Charity, diftinguiſhing your 
ſelves by your Zeal: for ſo noble a Work» 
to the Glory of him who has made it your 
Duty, and to the Honour of your Country 
that has lain under ſo much Scandal about 
itz and then you ſhall be deliver'd from the 
Impertinence of my Importunities, and I'll 
be as forward to record your Zeal; as I have 
been to blame your Want of it. 


MiISCEI. 


Word or two more about your Bre- 

thren in Scotland, Gentlemen, if = 
can bear it Methinks I would fain 
put yau in mind now and then, that you 
were lately united to them, for you ſeem 
ſometimes as if you had forgot it. 

Fiſheries, ManufaQtures, Navigation, 
and al) the great Improvements you were to 
make in Scosland, pray, Geiitlemen, what 
are they come to? All our great 
Promiſes, where are they ? If Scotland will 
riſe, ſhe muſt riſe without you, ſhe muſt do 
it all her ſelf: That you will take from her, 
is evident, in the general Recourſe of the 
People of Scotland, to you, for all that is 
gay and luxurious, and in the general Ex- 
pence of the Nobility-and Gentry of Scor- 
land at London. But what you will add to 
her, remainsa Queſtion, aod will remain 
fo, till ſome greater Evidence is given of 
your Inclination to encourage, improve, 
and encreaſe Scorland, than I yet ſee a 
Proſpet of. \ 

Now I ſhall not trouble my ſelf to argue 
much for your Improvement 'of Scorland, 
upon the Foot of Promiſes on your fide, or 
ExpeQation on their ſide But if I have 
Room to make it out, ho much it is your 
Intereſt, and how much your real Advan- 
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tage is wrapt up in it—then your Negle& 
of it bitherto will be a moſt ſevere Satyr 
upon your ſelves, you will paſs for K 
one way, and F-—z- another, as long as 
you decline embarking in the general Im- 
provement of Scotland. - 

I began a little to argue with you ſome 
time ago about Improvement, and laid the 
whole Streſs of Scotland's Proſperity upon 
the Improvement of her Lands—And I ſee 
no Reaſon yet to go from it The Improve- 
ment of Land is the increaſing the Value 
of it; and this is a Foundation, upoa which 
Strength for War, and Stock for Trade, is 
originally founded, and all other Improve - 
ments are not only Conſequences: which 
DO flow'from it, but neceſſary Conſe. 
quences which MUST flow from it. 

I ſhall returg to this Argument, and 
purſue it, as the Courſe of this Paper, and 
its many Interruptions, will admit; but I 
think it cannot be amiſs, before I reſume 


that Part, to enter a little upon the Article 


of improving Scotland in general, in order 
to ſhew you the Madneſs and Folly of neg- 
leQing it, and the certain Advantage to us 
all in attempting. 

In this I ſhall wave the general 7hefs, 


that tis the Intereſt of the whole Body 
to 


